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pointed out, " The standard which St. Paul applies
is not that of the historian, but of the preacher.
He does not judge by the average levelrof moral
attainment at different epochs, but by the ideal
standard of that which ought to be attained.5* l
And, secondly, although in the passages referred to
above the Apostle's condemnation stands without
limitation or qualification of any kind, yetr'else-
where he has himself suggested that the facts there
in view are not the whole of the facts.    When, e.g.,
he says that when Gentiles which have no law do by
nature the things of the law, these, having no law,
are a law unto themselves ;   in that they show the
work of the law written in their hearts z ; and when,
again, in the same chapter he remonstrgrtes with
the Jew who prides himself on his circumcision,
saying, Shall not the uncircumcision which is by
nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who, with the
letter and circumcision, art a transgressor of the law ?5
he  plainly  assumes  alike  some  knowledge  and
performance of moral duty on the part of heathen
men.    Nevertheless, seek as we may to soften the
Apostle's   judgment,   the  general   impression  of
severity remains.    Is it vindicated by the findings
of history ?

1  Sanday and Headlam's Romans, p. 51.

2  Rom. ii. 14, 15.

3  Bom. ii, 26-7.